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1. Yayasan Tunas Aksara and Program Saya Suka Membaca 

Yayasan Tuna Aksara (YTA) is a registered Indonesian non-profit working to achieve the vision of “children in 

poor communities across Indonesia learning to love reading.” We believe that reading is the gateway to 

education. Indonesian children are expected to be able to read and write by the time they enter primary 

school at age six or seven, but less than half of all Indonesian children attend preschool, and most of these 

are children from poor communities. 

We partner with local schools and organisations to equip them to teach reading and writing effectively so 

that the children they teach not only learn to read with fluency and understanding, but learn to love reading, 

and to love learning. The Saya Suka Membaca (‘I Love Reading’) literacy curriculum and teacher training 

program is the product of over six years of experience working with Indonesian pre-school teachers in 

schools serving poor communities. We provide a best-practice literacy curriculum tailored for the Indonesian 

context along with high-quality reading books and learning resources designed to support beginner readers.  

Our teacher training course helps normal pre-school teachers to grow as skilled and caring teachers of 

reading – on completion they are ready to immediately use our curriculum in their classrooms. 

 

2. Program Philosophy 

We are interested in what works to help teachers to teach reading and writing effectively in ‘real’ Indonesian 

classrooms. The development of our program has been problem driven from its inception, using an iterative 

approach starting with classroom observation before trialling methods, materials and training, which are 

then revised in response to further observations and feedback. This process is ongoing.  

Our aim is that children taught with our program will be able to read with fluency and understanding, and 

develop a love of reading and learning that will carry them through their schooling and beyond. 
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3. Saya Suka Membaca Curriculum 

Effective, engaging and easy to use. 

Our curriculum is designed to teach Indonesian children to read Bahasa Indonesia fluently and with 

understanding. It is based on best practices in teaching reading and uses a phonics approach tailored for the 

Indonesian context. We provide detailed daily teaching plans that are easy to use, support sustained high 

quality teaching, and include a range of activities to make learning to read fun for children. Our ready-to-use 

activity books and other supporting materials reinforce learning. On completing the program most children 

can read simple stories independently and demonstrate their understanding by providing brief answers to 

written questions. Importantly, they also love reading! 

The five levels of our Curriculum are: 

Level 0:  Persiapan   (Pre reading) 

Level 1:  Bunyi Huruf   (Letter Sounds) 

Level 2:  Suku Kata  (Simple syllables) 

Level 3:  Kata & Kalimat  (Reading words, sentences and simple stories) 

Level 4:  Baca Mandiri   (Reading independently). 

 

Further details of SSM reading levels can be found at the end of this document. 

 

Sample page from a Saya Suka Membaca Lesson Plan (Buku Pegangan Bunyi Huruf): 
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4. Saya Suka Membaca Reading Books 

High-quality, culturally-relevant reading books of appropriate difficulty are a core part of achieving our aims 

– when children enjoy books and stories they are far more motivated to learn to read! Our series of 52 early-

reading books has been written specifically for the Indonesian context, drawing inspiration from everyday 

life across Indonesia. The series supports children as they progress in reading, and individual books are 

closely linked to our daily teaching plans, for example by focusing on a particular letter or syllable.  

The stories match the reading levels above. 

 

Level 0:   Persiapan (Pre-reading)   

7 stories for teachers to read aloud to their classes. These stories develop children’s ability to 

identify differences (e.g. in colour or shape). 

Level 1:   Bunyi Huruf (Letter Sounds)  

21 stories for teachers to read aloud to their classes, but also containing a repeated phrase that 

the children can 'read' along with their teacher. Each story focuses on a specific letter and uses 

many words starting with that letter. 

Level 2: Suku Kata (Simple syllables)  

At this level, the teacher re-uses the 21 stories from Bunyi Huruf level.  This time the focus is on 

looking for words starting with the target syllable.  

Level 3:  Kata & Kalimat (Reading words, sentences and simple stories) 

21 stories. The first  give children practice in reading stories that focus on very simple syllables 

such as “bayi”, “satu”, etc. The remaining 17 titles each introduce a new type of syllable, revise 

previous syllable types and increase in difficulty (as measured by number of words and by 

average sentence length). The gradually increasing difficulty of these books supports children’s 

progress in reading, while also encouraging them to enjoy reading and learning 

Level 4:   Baca Mandiri (Reading independently). 

At this level, children read independently books that were originally read to them by the teacher.  

(7 books from Level 0 and 21 books from level 1). In each lesson, every child reads a different title 

and writes answers to questions about it. 

 

In the past 12 months we have supplied more than 6,000 books to partners across Indonesia, including 

UNICEF and Room to Read. 
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5. Saya Suka Membaca Teacher Training 

Our four-day intensive teacher training course introduces key concepts for literacy teaching before providing 

hands-on practice in using the Saya Suka Membaca curriculum. Our training is designed to equip the 

‘average’ teacher from our partner organisations (often high school graduates who have had minimal 

training and few experiences of good quality education) so that they can use Saya Suka Membaca resources 

to provide good quality literacy instruction to the children they teach. 

Teachers using Saya Suka Membaca report: 

- Greater effectiveness and confidence that come from knowing how to teach reading and writing; 

- Reduced stress and workload from using a complete, quality curriculum and resources; 

- Increased enjoyment and motivation in the classroom as a result of the increased progress, 

engagement and enthusiasm of the children they teach. 

 

 

 

6. Scaling Through Technology 

In response to both offline and online demand (our website www.sayasukamembaca.org receives more than 

15,000 visitors per month), we are expanding online to enable us to serve more teachers across Indonesia. 

We plan to share our curriculum and supporting materials freely on our website under an open-source 

license, enabling many more teachers to use and adapt it for their local context. This will be complemented 

by online training videos with which we hope to reach more than 20,000 teachers by the end of 2019. 

We will also offer our reading books for sale online. These are the first steps in encouraging a locally 

sustainable, open-source ‘ecosystem’ for quality education in Indonesia. A Saya Suka Membaca literacy app 

could follow. 
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7. Yayasan Tunas Aksara Contact Details and Legal Information 
 

Postal Address: 
Ruko Bukit Gading Indah Blok J/6 Lt.3 

Jl Bukit Gading Raya, Kelapa Gading 

Jakarta 14240 Indonesia 

Telephone:      +62 812 2372 7255 
 

Email:     info@sayasukamembaca.org 
 

Indonesian Registered Charity No: 699/10.2/31.72.06/-1.848/2015 

NPWP:     71.295.405.5-043.000 

Bank Details: 
Bank Mandiri - No Rek:    123-00-5559777-9 

Cabang:              KC Jakarta ITC Cempaka Mas 
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Appendix: Details of Saya Suka Membaca Curriculum Levels. 
The Saya Suka Membaca Curriculum consists of five levels: 

0. Persiapan (Pre-Reading)  

This stage teaches pre-reading skills to ensure that children have the foundational skills they need to 

begin to learn to read. We teach children to hear differences in sounds, see differences in shapes, 

and the fine motor skills they will need to learn to use a pencil. The teacher reads stories to the class 

to encourage them to develop a love of reading. 

 

1. Bunyi Huruf (Letter Sounds) 

Learning outcomes for this level are for children to be able to:  

a. identify letters the upper and lower case forms of the 21 letters most commonly used in 

Indonesian; 

b. differentiate between the sounds of letters; 

c. make the sound of each letter; 

d. identify words starting with each letter sound; 

e. give the correct name and sound of each letter; 

f. write each letter in upper and lower case forms; 

g. enjoy reading, and build confidence by joining in reading the refrain from stories read to 

them by their teacher. 

 

2. Suku Kata (Simple Syllables)  

Learning outcomes for this level are for children to be able to: 

a. combine each consonant sound with each of the vowels to make simple syllables  

(e.g. “da”, “ci”, “bo” etc.); 

b. hear and make the sound of each simple syllable; 

c. identify words starting with each simple syllable; 

d. read each simple syllable; 

e. develop their love of reading by continuing to enjoy stories read by their teacher. 

 

3. Kata & Kalimat  (Reading words, sentences and simple stories) 

Learning outcomes for this level are for children to be able to: 

a. combine simple syllables to make words 

b. learn new syllable types (e.g. words containing syllables ending in “h”, or containing “ngg”) 

c. read simple sentences  

d. read a story as a whole class and then individually 

e. read simple questions about the story and then write an answer to the question 

f. Begin to love reading stories independently. 

 

4. Baca Mandiri  (Reading Independently)  

Learning outcomes for this level are for children to be able to: 

a. gain practice reading independently to embed the skills of reading with fluency and 

understanding; 

b. demonstrate their understanding of what they read by writing answers to questions about a 

book that they have not previously read; 

c. learn about correct use of capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks; 

d. love reading and learning. 


